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The annual seaside ceremony has been™ | TR
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Gods before the New Year.
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The day before Nyepi a ceremony called Tawur
Agung Kesangais held at the Puputan Badung
Square in Denpasar. At midday, rituals are
performed by priests. Incense fills the air and
the reciting of the weda is accompanied by the
tinkling of bells. As the congregation sits quietly,
the gamelan turns out solemn beats in keeping
with the occasion.



Sacrifices of animals are made, including that of
a buffalo head meant to maintain the balance of
nature. As Nyepi is held after the rains and the
beginning of the dry season, the ceremony is to
purify the earth which has become soiled and
return it to its state of harmony. The rains are
believed to have unbalanced the harmony and
therefore purification is necessary.
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) desato their family compounds to return their sacred
deities to the family shrines where another short
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And now the party begins. .. .Young and old
people alike gather in eager ant|C|pat|on as dozens
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There is the continued deafeningly loud beating of drums and other
Instruments, even pots and pans. All these loud noises to drive

away the evil spirits. This cacophony of sound is accompanied by lit
torches in an effort to exorcise the evil spirits.
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On the morning of Nyepl, the spirits find the streets
empty and purified from the activities during
Ngerupuk so they leave Bali alone. So as not to break
this good omen for the new year, everyone in Bali
follows four Nyepi traditions:

» ho light(tncluding fire and cooking)
» ho physical werk

» ho-entertainment

» no leaving the home

Nyepi is atime for quiet reflection and gathering
spiritual strength for the New Year.



To see that the stillness is preserved, certain members
of each banjar act as pecalang or security guards to

keep sil Mt cerf@ipointson. es 10
ensure Bt ¢ Qul

To do so would risk a fina)rler penailty Imposed by
the pecalang representing each banjar.
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